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victory that was won on the banks of the Lech, and by his
death in battle against the Magyars he made final atonement
for his former treachery. The enemy were defeated with
great slaughter, and those that escaped were killed or taken
captive in the pursuit that followed.
Effects of
Otto's
victory
The battle on the Lechfeld was one of the decisive events
in history, greater even in its results than the victory of
Charles Martel over the Moors, to which contemporaries
compared it. The consequences show that the Magyars had
expended all their strength in this, their last invasion. They
had now to live as best they could on their own, and they
were forced to settle down and abandon their marauding
practices ; the career of Hungary as a civilised State begins
from this date. To the West the relief was enormous; the
hand of the destroyer was stayed, and the inhabitants of
Germany, France, Burgundy, and Italy could lift their heads
again and renew their material, mental, and spiritual well-
being. Population, wealth, culture, religion, all began to
expand. Security, as in the days of Charlemagne, meant
progress in civilised life. Otto had rendered a great service
to European civilisation, and from this victory dates his
title of " the Great." The embassies that came to him from
the Eastern Emperor, from the Moslems, from Russia and
elsewhere, show the extent of his fame and the universal
respect in which he was held.
His ne\v
scheme of
government
And nowhere was this more true than in his own king-
dom. The defeat of the Slavs followed the rout of the
M-_ ..'•-. and in the remaining years of his reign—and one
half of it was still to run—he had no more trouble in Germany.
He had therefore the leisure to spend in the work of reorgani-
sation. His former solution of the problem of local govern-
The duchies ment—to make the duchies appanages of the royal house—
had not been successful, and there were no longer any
lay members of his house to utilise in this way. Conrad
was dead, and his wife Liutgarde had died in 953. Henry
of Bavaria, who had been too ill to take part in the battle
on the Lechfeld, died that same year. Liudolf was sent to
Italy in 956 to reduce the ever-rebellious Berengar II and
Adalbert to order, and accomplished his task with brilliant
success; but he succumbed to fever in 957 before he could
return home. The next generation were all children—

